
 
 

Treaty 4 Thoughts… 
Introducing Treaties In The Classroom Through Literature & Personal Narratives 

 

Meagan’s Picks: 
1. Broken Circle: The Dark Legacy of Residential Schools – Theodore Fontaine – A memoir of darkness; loss of culture, identity, 
family and community. As we follow the author through a re-telling of his life-shattering events, we see what forgiveness and 
resilience truly looks like. This book is recommended as a personal development tool for educators – content is fairly explicit at 
times (too much so for middle years students), but certain excerpts could be used as teaching and learning points in a middle 
years classroom. 

2. 7 Generations Book Series – Scott B. Henderson – “Edwin is facing an uncertain future. Only by learning about his family’s past 
– as warriors, survivors of a smallpox epidemic, casualties of residential school – will he be able to face the present and embrace 
the future.”  
 
Four books within the series (Stones, Scars, Ends/Begins, The Pact) that discuss a multitude of challenges and barriers faced by 
Edwin and his family; this series is a beneficial teaching tool surrounding Treaty Education for all middle years students. 

Brandi’s Picks: 
1. Indian Horse - Richard Wagamese - “Saul Indian Horse is in trouble, and 
there seems to be only one way out.  As he journeys back through his life as 
a northern Ojibway, from the horrors of residential school to his triumphs on 
the hockey rink, he must question everything he knows.”  (Grade Level 11 
or 12 as novel study due to sensitive material, however excerpts could be 
read to a much younger audience) 
 

2. My Name is Seepeetza - Shirley Sterling - Seepeetza is taken from her home 
at six and forced to attend Kamloops Indian Residential School. Life is 
difficult but this young girl has a resilient spirit. Memories of her home life 
are what keep her alive.  (Grade 5+ level novel) 
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“Literature adds to reality, 
it does not simply describe 
it. It enriches the necessary 
competencies that daily life 
requires and provides; and 
in this respect, it irrigates 
the deserts that our lives 
have already become.” – 

C.S. Lewis 
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Marissa’s Picks:  

Tim’s Picks: 

Tammy’s Picks: 
 

1. Shi-shi-etko – Nicola I. Campbell; pictures by Kim La Fave, 
2005. Shi-shi-etko knows she has only a few days left before 
she leaves for residential school. She spends her time 
renewing her memories of special places and nature around 
her village. 

2. As Long as the Rivers Flow – Larry Loyie with Constance 
Brissenden; illustrations by Heather D. Holmlund, 2002. The summer he is ten is 
memorable for Larry – he and his father raise an orphaned owl, he and his 
grandmother tackle a giant grizzly bear, but there are also the daily pleasures of 
living with his family in Northern Alberta. But this summer is different, as he learns 
that he has to go away to school in the fall.

1. Fatty Legs – Christy Jordan-Fenton & Margaret Poliak-Fenton 
 
“An award-winning novel that focuses on the true story of Margaret Poliak-Fenton, also known as 
Olemaun.  Motivated to learn how to read, when Olemaun was 8-years old, she begged her father to 
let her attend a residential school outside of their community in the Arctic North. In the residential 
school, Olemaun is humiliated when she is told to wear bright red stockings rather than the standard 
grey and is given the nickname “Fatty Legs.”  She eventually finds the courage to stand up for 
herself.  The story represents hope, triumph, and dignity, even in difficult times.” 
 

2. They Called Me Number One – Bev Sellars 
 
“Now a chief in British Columbia, Sellars’ memoir focuses on the generational history of her family and 
the experiences of residential schools.  St. Joseph’s Mission, located in B.C. was the place that Sellars 
called home for many years.  The school is greatly known for the sexual assaults that took place during 
the 1960s by the school’s main Bishop.  Although this novel may be better suited for older students, 
Sellars offers the story of her family’s experience with residential schools and her path to healing.” 
 

1. I’ll sing ‘til the day I die- Beth Brant – This book is a 
variety of stories composed by elders which I found 
really inspiring because the stories of the elders are so 
important. Many of the stories talk about their lives 
before the loss of their culture as well as what they are 
doing to keep their culture alive.  
 
2. “Mush-hole” Memories of Residential School- Maddie 
Harper – A story about a girl taken to residential schools 
who was able to escape. This story shows the outcome 
of her escaping and the loss of culture and identity that 
she experienced during this time. The story grasps the 
after effect of the residential schools and the impact it 
had made on her life.   

“As long as the sun shines, grass grows, and the rivers flow, WE ARE ALL TREATY PEOPLE.” 


